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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 044973 
ORIGIN DOTE-OO 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 ISO-OO OES-06 CG-00 FEA-01 AID-05 
CEQ-01 CIAE-00 ERDA-07 COME-OO DODE-OO EB-08 EPA-04 
INR-07 10-13 L-03 NSF-02 NSC-05 NSAE-00 PM-04 USIA-15 
SS-15 SP-02 INT-05 /114R 

DRAFTED BY DOT/CG:CMDR. SIPES:SRS 
APPROVED BY OES/ENP/EN : DRKING 

020404 099903/22 

R 01 1934Z MAR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BRIDGETOWN 
INFO AMEMBASSY NASSAU 
AMEMBASSY KINGSTON 
AMEMBASSY PORT AU PRINCE 
AMEMBASSY PORT OF SPAIN 
AMEMBASSY SANTO DOMINGO 

UNCLAS STATE 044973 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SENV, TECH, TSPA, BB 

SUBJECT: OIL POLLUTION 

REFERENCE: BRIDGETOWN 208 

1 . THE U.S. COAST GUARD, WHICH SHARES WITH EPA RESPONSI- 
BILITY FOROIL POLLUTION SURVEILLANCE AND ENFORCEMENT, IN 
1975 CONTRACTED A REPORT ON SATELLITE SURVEILLANCE FEASI- 
BILITY. THE REPORT INVESTIGATED FEASIBILITY OF USING 
SATELLITE DATA AS A MEANS OF MONITORING AND DETECTING OIL 
SPILLS ON OCEANIC AND ESTUARIAN WATERS. IT CONCLUDED THAT 
ERTS-1 OR SKYLAB SATELLITES MIGHT BE USABLE IF SPILL IS 
LARGE ENOUGH TO BE SEEN BY SATELLITE, IF THE SPILL OCCURS 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 044973 

MORE THAN A FEW KILOMETERS OFFSHORE, AND IF SKY AND WATER 
ARE RELATIVELY CLEAR. 

2. HOWEVER, ALTHOUGH OIL CAN BE SEEN BY SATELLITE OBSER- 
VATION, THAT APPROACH IS STILL NOT FEASIBLE AND NO SATEL- 
LITE IS CURRENTLY BEING USED FOR THIS PURPOSE. SEVERAL 
TECHNICAL PROBLEMS MUST BE SOLVED BEFORE SATELLITE SUR- 
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VEILLANCE IS EFFECTIVE. NEW SATELLITES WILL EVENTUALLY 
BE LAUNCHED WHICH AIM TO RECTIFY THESE PROBLEMS AND PRO- 
VIDE MORE FEASIBLE APPROACHES TO WIDE AREA OIL POLLUTION 

DETECTION. FOR EXAMPLE, SEASAT A, SCHEDULED TO BE 
LAUNCHED IN 1978. MAY BE USEFUL SINCE IT WILL INCORPORATE 
TECHNOLOGY BETTER ADAPTED TO MARINE MONITORING. 

3. COPY OF REPORT ENTITLED "THE FEASIBILITY OF OIL 
POLLUTION-DETECTION AND MONITORING FROM SPACE: EXAMPLES 
USING ERTS-1 AND SKYLAB" IS BEING AIRPOUCHED FOR TRANS- 
MITTAL TO CCA. IF MS. SHEPPARD DESIRES FURTHER INFO, 
SUGGEST SHE WRITE COMMANDANT, U.S. COAST GUARD (WEP-2/73), 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590. 

VANCE 
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